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ELIGIBILITY

The SBIR Program is open to any small business, defined as a business having
no more than 500 employees (including all affiliates), which (a) is at least
51% owned and controlled by one or more individuals who are citizens of, or
permanent resident aliens in, the United States, or (b) must be a for-profit
business concern that is at least 51% owned and controlled by another for-
profit business concern that is at least 51% owned and controlled by one or
more individuals who are citizens of, or permanent resident aliens in, the
United States (for further information, visit the Small Business Administration
Website: http://www.sba.gov/sbir/indexsbir-sttr.ntml). The small business may
subcontract a portion of its work, as long as the small business “prime’ performs
at least two-thirds of the Phase I work and half of the Phase II work.
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The Principal Investigator for each SBIR Phase I and Phase II effort must
be primarily employed by the small business, meaning that more than half of
his/her time is spent with the small business. Primary employment with a small
business precludes full-time employment at any other organization.

The STTR Program is open to any team consisting of a small business (as
defined above) and a research institute. The research institute may be any U.S.-
based nonprofit research institution, federally funded research and development
center (FFRDC), university or college. The small business must perform at least
40% of the Phase I and Phase II work. The research institute must perform at
least 30% of the Phase I and Phase II work. Up to 30% of the work may be
subcontracted.
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